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SUBJECT: FUTURE OF GREEK-TURKISH COOPERATION IN NATO 

1. IN COURSEOF PRIME MINISTER'S JULY 17 APPRAISAL OF CURRENT 

CYPRUS SITUATION AND STATEMENT OF TURKISH REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT 
TO IT (SEPTEL), HE RAISED QUESTION OF FUTURE OF TURKISH-GREEK 
COOPERATION IN NATO. HE SAID THAT THIS WAS A SUBJECT THAT THEY HAD 
BEEN HOPING FOR SOME WEEKS TO FIND TIME TO TALK DIRECTLY WITH 
SECRETARY KISSINGER ABOUT. 

2. SOMETIME BEFORE THE CURRENT CYPRUS SITUATION DEVELOPED. GOT 
HAD REACHED CONCLUSION THAT TURK-GREEK COOPERATION IN NATO HAD 
LOST ITS MEANING. HE SAID WE SINCERELY WANT NATO TO REMAIN STRONG 
AND EFFECTIVE IN THIS AREA BUT GOT HAS TO FACE FACTS. GOT RELATIONS 
WITH ALL ITS NEIGHBORS ARE GOOD TODAY, EXCEPT WITH THE ONE NEIGHBOR 
WHICH IS A NATO ALLY. WE MUST, THEREFORE, HE SAID, THINK 

ABOUT NEW SHAPE THAT HAS TO BE GIVEN TO NATO IN THIS REGION. IT 
TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE FOR GREEK OFFICERS IN IZMIR TO BE FREE TO 
OBSERVE TURKISH ACTIVITIES AND THIS MUST END. PRIMIN SAID HE 
RECOGNIZED THAT IF NATO WERE NOT TO BE BADLY DAMAGED, SOMETHING 
HAD TO BE DEVELOPED IN LIEU OF GREEK-TURKISH COOPERATION. HE SAID 
HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND MILITARY MATTERS AS WELL AS DR. KISSINGER AND 
HE DID NOT SPECIFICALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT TURKISH MILITARY HAD IN MIND 
AS COMPENSATORY MEASURES BUT HE BELIEVED THESE INVOLVED GIVING 
ADDITIONAL COMMON DEFENSE INSTALLATIONS TO THE US "ALONG THE COAST.” 
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3. 1 SAID THAT JUST THE THOUGHT OF A FORMAL BREAK-OFF OF COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THESE TWO KEY SOUTHEASTERN NATO COUNTRIES WAS "CHILLING" 
AND THAT I HOPED VERY MUCH HE WOULD NOT OVERREACT AS A RESULT OF 
THE PERFORMANCE OF MOST RECENT GREEK GOVERNMENT. I SAID I THOUGHT 
IT WOULD BE THE HEIGHT OF FOLLY TO MOVE PRECIPITOUSLY IN THIS 
DIRECTION AND THAT IT IMPORTANT TO KEEP OVERALL AREA-SECURITY 
INTERESTS IN MIND, DESPITE ANGER OVER CURRENT GREEK-TURKISH 
PROBLEMS. PRIMIN REPEATED THAT SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BEING GIVE TO 
THIS PROBLEM BUT AGREED THAT PRECIPITOUS ACTION WOULD BE UNWISE. 

HE SAID AN ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION, WHICH WOULD GO IN EXACTLY THE 
OPPOSITE DIRECTION, WOULD BE TO FIND WAYS TO RESTORE GREEK-TURKISH 
COOPERATION AND CARRY IT TO FURTHER DEGREES. FOR EXAMPLE, IF 
INCREASED GREEK MILITARY ACTIVITY ON DODECANESE WERE INTENDED TO 
STRENGTHEN NATO, THERE SHOULD BE TURKISH COOPERATIVE PRESENCE ON 
ISLANDS. HE SAID HE WOULD PREFER A SOLUTION WHICH INVOLVED GREATER, 
NOT LESSER, GREEK-TURKISH COOPERATION BUT THAT AS OF NOW, GOT 
WOULD PROBABLY OPT FOR FORMAL BREAK-OFF OF COOPERATION. 
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